Effects of pentobarbital and cyproheptadine on brain ischemia induced by bilateral occlusions of carotid arteries and vertebral arteries of second cervical vertebra in rats.
The bilateral hemispheric ischemia in rats was induced by the occlusion of bilateral common carotid arteries after permanent electrocauterization of bilateral vertebral arteries at the level of the second cervical vertebra. In ischemic rats, (a) electroencephalograms became flat immediately after occlusion of carotid arteries, and (b) mortalities reached maximum levels at day 3 after recirculation. These results suggested that a constant level of cerebral ischemia was produced in this rat model. Pentobarbital markedly inhibited the mortality in these ischemic rats, whereas cyproheptadine did not.